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ABSTRACT: Our goal was to describe the forms of persecution reported by adult refugees in the U.S. and the
relationships between persecution and health status among this population. Data were derived from the 2003
New Immigrant Survey, a representative sample of new U.S. lawful permanent residents. Major depression,
impairment in daily activities due to pain, poor self-reported health, and declining health were described for
refugees who had and had not reported persecution prior to arrival in the U.S. Health status was also examined
for refugees who reported different forms of persecution. Half of refugees (46.7 %) in this sample reported that
they or an immediate family member had been persecuted. One in three persecuted refugees (31.8 %)
reported both incarceration and physical punishment. Major depression, pain-related impairment, poor health,
and declining health were twice as common among persecuted refugees than among non persecuted refugees.
Notably, despite these adverse experiences the majority of persecuted refugees did not report poor health
outcomes.

Journal:

Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health
Authors:

Yun K, Mohamad Z, Kiss L, Annamalai A, Zimmerman C

Topics

Equitable Access to Services

Related Content

Parental Immigration Status is Associated with Children’s Health Care Utilization: Findings from the 2003 New
Immigrant Survey of US Legal Permanent Residents
Prevalence of Chronic Disease and Insurance Coverage among Refugees in the United States
Use of Preventive Dental Care Among Medicaid-Enrolled, School-Aged US Children in Immigrant and
Nonimmigrant Families: Trends in Pennsylvania from 2005 through 2010
High Prevalence of Chronic Non-Communicable Conditions Among Adult Refugees: Implications for Practice
and Policy

https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/history-persecution-and-health-outcomes-among-us-refugees
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25740552
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/our-research/health-equity/equitable-access-services
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/parental-immigration-status-associated-childrens-health-care-utilization-findings-2003-new
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/prevalence-chronic-disease-and-insurance-coverage-among-refugees-united-states
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/use-preventive-dental-care-among-medicaid-enrolled-school-aged-us-children-immigrant-and
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/high-prevalence-chronic-non-communicable-conditions-among-adult-refugees-implications

	History of Persecution and Health Outcomes Among US Refugees
	Date:
	Journal:
	Topics
	Related Content


