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Abusive head trauma (AHT) is the leading cause of fatal child physical abuse. Victims may initially present with
clinically occult AHT without overt signs of head trauma or with only subtle, nonspecific symptoms, which can
make timely recognition of AHT challenging. Research has shown missed opportunities for early detection of
AHT in the medical setting are common and can lead to repeated injury. Neuroimaging is needed to diagnose
clinically occult AHT but is not without risk. Researchers have worked to understand the yield of neuroimaging
in detection of clinically occult AHT and to identify risk factors, yet findings have varied widely across studies.
Identifying which children undergoing physical abuse evaluations are at highest risk of clinically occult AHT is
key to development of evidence-based imaging decision support tools for clinicians. Here we discuss the recent
literature, identify potential reasons for variation across studies, and offer opportunities for future research.

Journal:

Child Abuse & Neglect
Authors:

Henry KM, Lindberg DM, Wood JN

Related Content

Occult Head Injuries in Infants Evaluated for Physical Abuse
Impact of Child Abuse Clinical Pathways on Skeletal Survey Performance in High-risk Infants
Quality Improvement Initiative to Improve Abuse Screening Among Infants With Extremity Fractures
Advanced Cervical Spine Imaging in Abusive Head Trauma: An Update on Recent Literature and Future
Directions

https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/more-data-more-questions-no-simple-answer-about-which-children-should-undergo-screening
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32544698/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/child-abuse-and-neglect
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/occult-head-injuries-infants-evaluated-physical-abuse
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/impact-child-abuse-clinical-pathways-skeletal-survey-performance-high-risk-infants
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/quality-improvement-initiative-improve-abuse-screening-among-infants-extremity-fractures
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/article/advanced-cervical-spine-imaging-abusive-head-trauma-update-recent-literature-and-future

	More Data, More Questions: No Simple Answer About Which Children Should Undergo Screening Neuroimaging for Clinically Occult Abusive Head Trauma
	Date:
	Journal:
	Related Content


