Children's Hospital
of Philadelphia’

The Language and Immunization for Kids Study (LINKS): Identifying
Public Health Strategies to Engage Families Who Prefer a Language
Other Than English in Childhood Vaccine Uptake

Statement of Problem

As child health researchers and physicians, we know childhood immunization programs and coalitions are
among our nation’s most important and effective child health interventions. These programs ensure children
receive protection from potentially life-threatening conditions such as measles, polio and hepatitis B. They help
children in every U.S. county, parish, borough, state, and territory, even if children are uninsured or families lack
the ability to pay.

Ensuring childhood immunization programs remain strong and can continue to reach all children is a child
health priority. This includes attention to language access—most often referring to interpreting (spoken, sign
language) and translation (written).

Research suggests there may be uneven childhood vaccine coverage for children in some language
communities. Similarly, National Immunization Survey data suggests children ages 19-35 months and born
outside the U.S. may have lower rates of selected vaccination coverage than other U.S. children.

This may be a sign of gaps in vaccine outreach, education and delivery in languages spoken by families in
those communities. And our team’s guality improvement work suggests language access remains a significant
barrier to childhood vaccination education and access.

Description

We know solutions exist.

Co-investigator Dr. Elizabeth Dawson-Hahn, a University of Washington pediatrician and public health
researcher, and her team identified numerous public health case studies describing strategies for promoting
vaccine access among communities who speak languages other than English.

With this project, we aim to systematically describe and share successful strategies that childhood
immunization programs and coalitions have used to reach families who speak languages other than English.

To collect this information, we are conducting a national survey of childhood immunization programs and
immunization coalitions.

Next Steps

By hearing directly from programs and coalitions, we hope to learn from their on-the-ground experience in our
efforts to ensure children whose families speak languages other than English are included in vaccine outreach,
education and delivery.

We also hope to document shared challenges that may benefit from policy changes or prioritization from
funders focused on promoting child health.

We plan to share results in fall 2025.

This project page was last updated in February 2025.


https://www.policylab.chop.edu/project/language-and-immunization-kids-study-links-identifying-public-health-strategies-engage
https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/
https://www.immunizationcoalitions.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines-for-children/about/index.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38774987/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/wr/mm6642a1.htm
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10903-016-0465-4
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37068751/
https://nrcrim.org/about-us/who-we-are
https://sph.washington.edu/faculty/facbio/Dawson-Hahn_Elizabeth
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/fulltext/2024/09000/pivoting_from_influenza_to_covid_19_vaccinations_.17.aspx?context=latestarticles
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/h24pko6cqhfyskzreho6v/AODX6Lo8MvY6r7UsIfmQG2o?rlkey=78nkhz7dekktzvgfhdud8giev&st=9uw51za9&dl=0

Related Resources

The Multilingual Health Education Alliance (M-HEAL)—a partnership with refugee and immigrant health teams
at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, University of Washington, Denver Health, NRC-RIM and MHEDS—
worked with parents, youth, public health professionals, clinicians, and resettlement staff from Congolese
(DRC), Ukrainian, and Afghan newcomer communities to create childhood vaccine information in multiple
languages.

These posters, videos and brochures share information about vaccine safety and childhood vaccine schedules,
including COVID-19 vaccines. They are available in 5 languages: Dari, Pashto, Kiswahili, Kinyarwanda, and
Ukrainian. These resources can be viewed and downloaded via Dropbox.

These materials and videos can be used in clinic waiting rooms, doctors’ offices, resettlement agencies,
community-based organizations, school clinics, and shared on social media.

Some examples:
¢ The Afghan community created a brochure that talks about vaccine safety and schedules. (fop left)

o The Ukrainian community created a poster that highlights the safety of vaccines and the protection
provided by them. (top right)

o The Congolese community created a video that answered frequently asked questions about vaccines.
(bottom)
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Suggested Citation

Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, PolicyLab. The Language and Immunization for Kids Study (LINKS):
Identifying Public Health Strategies to Engage Families Who Prefer a Language Other Than English in


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/h24pko6cqhfyskzreho6v/AODX6Lo8MvY6r7UsIfmQG2o?rlkey=78nkhz7dekktzvgfhdud8giev&st=cargowjd&dl=0

Childhood Vaccine Uptake [Online]. Available at: http://www.policylab.chop.edu [Accessed: plug in date
accessed here].
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http://www.policylab.chop.edu/
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/people/katherine-yun
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/people/nadege-u-mudenge
https://www.policylab.chop.edu/people/kathryn-saulinas
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