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BACKGROUND: Many pediatricians are now required to participate in American Board of Pediatrics
Maintenance of Certification (MOC) Part IV programs focused on improving health care quality, but the benefits
of participation are unproven.

METHODS: Twenty-seven primary care pediatricians from 11 primary care practices participated in a 1-year
MOC program for human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine. Participants received education and electronic health
record (EHR)-generated performance feedback reports with their rates of captured HPV immunization
opportunities (dose given at eligible visit) and those of peers. In each of 3 cycles, clinicians collectively identified
a goal for improvement. Rates of captured opportunities among adolescents 11 to <18 years old were
tabulated, and statistical process control charts were created to evaluate changes over time among participants
compared with 200 nonparticipants. Provider perceptions of the program and time invested were recorded via
survey.

RESULTS: Participating clinicians missed fewer opportunities for HPV vaccination than nonparticipants. MOC
participants significantly increased their captured opportunities relative to nonparticipating clinicians by 5.7
percentage points for HPV dose 1 at preventive visits and by 0.7 and 5.6 percentage points for doses 1 and 2,
respectively, at acute visits. There were no significant differences for other doses. The estimated program cost
was $662/participant. Of the participating pediatricians, 96% felt the effort to participate was warranted, and half
would not have joined the project without the MOC requirement.

CONCLUSIONS: Participation in MOC Part IV improved vaccination at modest cost and with high pediatrician
satisfaction, demonstrating benefits of the program that may help to inform future initiatives.
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